INTBODUCTION.
JAMES ANTHONY FROUDE was born on St. George's Day, the
23rd April, 1818. His father was at that time Eector of
Dartington and Archdeacon of Totnes in Devonshire. Before
Froude was three years of age his mother died. At the age
of nine he was sent to a clergyman's school at Buckfastleigh,
five miles up the river Dart, where he made extraordinary
progress in the Classics. When he was eleven he went to
Westminster School, but only remained there three years. At
this period his health was delicate, and he was not fitted to
cope with the rough life of a public school in 1830.
While at home from fifteen years of age to eighteen Froude
acquired a love for several manly pursuits, such as riding,
yachting and fishing. He also spent much time in his father's
library, where by his wide reading he laid the foundations of
his knowledge of literature and history.
In October, 1836, Froude went to Oxford, entering Oriel
College, of which J. H. Newman was then a Fellow.
The Oxford movement, which had so profound an influence
on the English Church, was at its height. Froude's elder
brother Hurrell had been one of the foremost men in the
movement and an intimate friend of Newman. Hurrell
Froude died a few months before his brother James Anthony
went up to Oxford, and Newman became intimately associated
with the gifted younger brother of his friend and colleague.
The influence of Newman at this time was paramount in